TO  THE READER
DICTATORSHIPS are like a good many other things in this
world. They can be the best, or the worst, form of
government.                          r                '--
There are some excellent dictatorships, and there are
some hateful ones.
Nevertheless, be they good or bad, it generally happens
that they are imposed by circumstances, and, when this
is the case, the people concerned have no choice but to
put up with them.
Inasmuch as a nation cannot be too strongly urged not
to drift into a situation which leaves it no alternative but
helpless acquiescence, this brief and cursory survey of
dictators as they have displayed themselves at successive
stages of the world's history may not be without profit
to the French people at this present juncture.